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the large class of valvassores, he broadened the basis of his
authority and secured its stability ; to the non-noble classes
he paid no heed, but they were as yet of little account. His
Revolt of the policy provoked violent opposition from the leading ecclesias-
of MilanOP tic in Italy> arcM)ishop Aribert of Milan, who expected the
imperial control in North Italy to be cxel-ciscd through the
bishops, and was offended by the Teutonic infiltration as well
as by the weakening of episcopal authority. Immediately
on Conrad's appearance he displayed his hostility. He was
imprisoned, but escaped ; and the enthusiastic welcome he
received from the Milanese provides an early instance of the
solidarity of town patriotism in Italy. Conrad characteris-
tically decreed his deposition without recourse to the ecclesi-
astical authorities ; later he somewhat regularised the posi-
tion by obtaining a papal bull of excommunication against
Aribert. But he was unable to capture Milan, and he had
to leave Italy in 1038 with the defiant archbishop still
unsubdued.
Conrad in por |his affairs in South Italy in 1038 wore largely respon-
Sout Itay sjyc> Conrad showed no disposition to extend his kingdom
by conquests in the south, but ho had to answer an appeal
for help from his subjects against the tyrannous Faldolf III,
who had possession of Capua. Paklolf was expelled, and
Capua bestowed on the Prince of Salerno, Guaimar; at the
same time recognition was given to the Norman colony at
Aversa, as a fief of Guaimar. But this all took time, and
it was mid-June before he came north again. In the previous
year, and also on his first visit to Italy, ho had avoided the
summer heat by retiring to the mountains. Now, immedi-
ately on his return to North Italy, it proved, as usual, the
most deadly enemy of the Germans. Fever attacked them,
and many died; among the most illustrious victims were
his daughter-in-law Gunnhild and his step-son Herman of
Suabia. A sick man, himself, he had to return with the
remnant of his army to Germany, there to make what proved
to be his final dispositions. Suabia was given to the bereaved
Henry, who was also crowned king of Burgundy the same
year. Conrad was now following the policy of Otto I of
keeping the chief posts in his own family. He had only one
son, so all was given to him. There were disagreements
between father and son, for their characters were widely

